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Introduction

George VI Ice Shelf is about 450 km long, 20-70 km wide, and averages 250 m in thickness.
It is bordered by Alexander Island to the west and by the Antarctic Peninsula to the east (Fig 1).
The ice shelf is fed by glaciers flowing westwards from the Palmer Land plateau. In summer
(November to late February) the ice shelf undergoes considerable surface melting and melt-
water lakes form over an area of 4 500 km? between 70°15’S and 72°00’S. The lakes and pools
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F1c 1. Map of the Antarctic Peninsula showing the position of George VI Ice Shelf.

* British Antarctic Survey, Natural Environment Research Council, Madingley Road, Cambridge
CB3 0ET.






